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GENERAL PREFACE

The teaching of the prophets 1s generally distorted by the
beliefs of the world and the interpretations of the priests. If we
wish to ascertain what the founders of great religions taught,
we have to get back to the original souices.

Buddhism 1n all 1ts forms goes back to the life and teach-
ing of the Buddha. While the austerities practised by him
tall he attained enlightenment appeal to the Hinayana, the Pali,
or the Southern school, his life of service and compassion for
45 years after the attainment of enlightenment 1s the authonty
for the Mahayana, the Sanskiit or the Northern school.

The religious quest springs from the consciousness of the
imperfeckion and suffering of the World. The questions which
worried Tolstoy 1n the fiftieth year of his hife disturb all think-
1ng men, “What 15 hife ? Why should I live ? Why should
I do anything ? Is there any meaning in hfe that can overcome
inevitable death” ? Nijinzky summed up the whole preblem 1n
his Digry when he wrote: “The whole hife of my wife and
of all mankind 1s death.” How can we be saved fiom the body
of this death ? Thus 1s the problem of religion.

The Buddha traces suffering to selfish desize. Suffering
18 the result of tension between a living creatuie’s essential
mmpulse to try to make 1tself into the centie of the universe and
1ts essential dependence on the rest of creation. Craving is
that which binds the individual to the creative process, The
individual with selfish desire bEcomes theslave of the universe,
We can overcome suffering only 1f we get 11d of trsna or tanha.
To attempt to get nd of suffering through the various devices
of self-deception 18 not to cease to suifer but to suffer 1n a
different way.

The Buddha formulates the eight-fold path of morality
which helps us to ehminate selfish desire and overcome suffering,
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When the Upamsads declare, “Thal thou art”, tat tvam asi,
1t 18 not a mere statement of fack. It 1s a call to action. Make
thyself that which thou know thou canst be. Whercas the
Hindu mind believes 1n a permanent element m the individual
which can stand fim and unshaken in the midst of change,
the Buddhist stresses the dynamic character of the self. No
change 15 possible with an unchanging consciousncss. We can
achieve the possibilibies 1 us by the excition of the will rather
than by the play of the intellect. Religion 1s not a creed, bub
a vital process. It 1s no use railling aganst God or destiny
when we are ourselves the authois of our disgiace. If few are
chosen, 1t 18 because few choose to be chosen. The Buddha laid
stress on the creative frcedom of man, The Buddha did not
encomage dependence on the supsrnatwal. He could not con-
cetve of a being capable of creating a world for the express
purpose of 1ts oreatures prasing him. The ten veramanis or
prohibitions or abstinences called dasasila or dasasiksapada
which the novices 1 the Path of Buddhism utter are given in
these words  “I take upon myself the abstinence, (1) from
destroying life, (2) from taking what 1s not given, (3) from
leading an unchaste hfe, (4) fiom speaking untruth, (5) fiom
giving myself to mtoxicating diugs, (6) from eating at nicgular
hours, (7) from seeing musical and daucing pertormances and
other shows and pageants, (8) fiom wearing garlands, perfumes,
unguents and olther bodily decorations, (9) from using high
couches and seats, (10) fiom accepting gifts of gold and silver.”
The fixst five are the Buddhist pasicadila.

Panatipata veraman1 sikkhapadarh samadiyami

Adinnadana veramani sikkhapadarh sanadiyami

Kamesu micchacad veramahi sikkhapadam samadiyami

Musavada veramani sikkhapadarh samadiyami

Swra-merayamajja-pamadatthana

veramanl sikkhapadash samadiyam:

Conflicts 1 the world are conflicts the human soul en-
larged. If men were at peace within themselves, the outer
conflicts between nations would 1nevitably cease, By practising
the Buddha's paficasila we will develop patience, c.oura,ge: love
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and unselfishness, The Buddha teaches us {hat even 1n an age
of anxiety and violence, 1t 13 possible to gain and mamtain
inner harmony, which 18 not at the mercy of outward circums-
stance,

Nurvanain paramain sukhoi : Nivana 1s the highest
bliss. It 1s not a negative state of annihilation but a positive
state of joy, consciousness grown from an unhappy to a beatific
one. The Buddha does not tell us that man 1s but a bubble
on the turbulent surface of nature and that he has no destiny
save to undergo dissolubion. The Hindu affirms that man can
realise his 1dentity with Brahman, the ground of all being, the
Buddhist says that man can live 1n a transfigured world where
Samstrd and nurving are one. In Maoha-saccaka Sutia, the
Buddha himself 1s repoited to have described the supreme
triumph of reaching the goal of his quest as follows :

“When this knowledge, this insight had arisen within
me, my heart was set free from intoxication of lusts, set
free from the intoxication of becomings, set free from the
intoxication of ignorance. In me, thus emancipated,
there arose the certainty of that emancipation, And I
came to know - “Rebirth 1s at an end. The higher life
has been fulfilled. What had to be done has been accompli-
shed  After this present life there 15 no further for this
or that, This last insight did I attain to in the last watch
of the night. Ignorance was beaten down, insight arose,
darkness was destroyed, the light came, 1nasmuch as I
was there strenuous, earnest, master of myself”’. Thus
ended the struggle of six long years.

The Buddha 1s said to be a physician. Even as the physi-
cian strives to restore to health a sick man, the Buddha tiics
to restore us to our normal condition. 1f our leaders become
normal, we may be able to replace the present social order in
which division, falsehood and wviolence prevail, by & new one in
which humanity, truth and brotherhood will regn.



On the occasion of the 2,500th anniversary of the Buddha's
parinirvans, the Government of India decided to publish
standard versions in Devandgari seript of the complete Pali and
the Sanskmt texts of the two schools, Southern and Northern,
in the hope that some of the readers of these books may be
impelled to love the good, to practise altruism and hold their
spirit aloof from the desites and ambitions of the world,

S. Radhakrishnan



INTRODUCTION
1. The Pali Tipitaka

After the passing away of the Buddha at Kusinara, the
disciples had assembled to pay their last homage to him.
The Venerable Maha Kasgsapa, the chief of the congregation,
was delivering words of consolation to the bereaved assembly,
reminding them of the declaiation of the Buddha : — “It 1s
the very nature of all things near and dear to us that we
must divide ourselves from them.” Subhadra, a monk who
had 1eceived ordination in an advanced age, however, did
not look gloomy, He took a perverted view of the situation
and spoke—"Do not grieve, brothers, for now we aie definitely
released from the restraint of the Great Teacher and his
too 11g1d digeipline. While the Teacher lived, we were cons-
tantly rebuked for failing to observe the haid rules ; but, now
we are ab iberty to do as we please, therefore, do not grieve.”
These words sounded a note of warning against the fubure
possible distortion of the Dhamma at the hands of faithless
members of a similar category. The Venerable Maha Kassapa
felt an urgent need for convening a Grand Council of the
leading Elders of the Sangha to make a full ccllection of the
teachings, and also to adopt means for thewr right preservation
and transmission to posterity. He addressed the Bhikkhus thus —
“Come, friends, let us chant together the Dhamma and the
Vinaya...” The Venerable Mahda Kassapa drew a list of five
hundred names of the topmoste disciples to be appointed as
members of the Council. At first, the name of the Venerable
Ananda was left out 1n view of the fact that he had not attained
Arahatahood till then. Bub, as no one else 1n the Sangha had
the privilege of listening to the Peacher s0 very closely and
for such a long period of time, his paiticipation was deemed
necessary and impoitant. He was, consequently, asked to
go to a siutable abode and develop 1nsight, so as to become an
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Arahata and be able 1n time fo join the Council. King Ajatas
sattu made necessary arrangements for the accommodation
and convenience of the convention at Rijagaha, a favourite
resort of the Teacher himself. A spacious beautiful pavilion
was raised for the meeting at the entrance of the Satbapanni
cave, on the northern side of the Vebhara Hull.

Venerable Ananda made the best efforts to train himself
in developing msight He kept walking up and down for the
whole night absorbed 1 deep meditation ; and, early in the
morning, as he was going to stretch himself on the bed, hus
feet had left the ground and the head had not reached the
pillow, at that moment, as if by a flash of light, darkness was
dispelled and the sublime light of saint-hood dawned upon
him. And, through his miraculous superhuman power of an
Arahata, he appeared all of a sudden on his appointed seat in

the hall, as 1f emerging out of the ground, exactly as the proceed-
ings were going to be started.

With the permission of the HSangha, Venerable Maha
Kagsapa asked Upall questions on Vinaya, relating to the
dufferent monastic transgressions ; the matter, the occasion,
the individuals cencerned, the principal rules (pafifiatti), the
amended rules (anupaiifiatti) and all other detais about them.
In this, the Vinaya text was agreed upon and scttled. Then,
again, with the permission of the Sangha, he asked Ananda
questions on the Dhamma ; the occasion of a sermon and the
Person or persons with reference to whom 1t was preached *

The commentary, Atthakatha, of a much later date,
assumes that the Abhidhammar Pitaka was also 1ncluded in the

collection of the Dhamma, and that the Tipitaka, as it 1s
available to us, was finalised at this very stage,2

A century after the passing away of the Buddha, a great
controversy arose in the Sangha concerning the interpretation
of some Vinaya rules. This necessitated the holding of the
Second Council at Vesali. Seven hundred leading Elders

1. Cullavagga, Chapter XI. 2 Sumangalavilas ni, Nidanakathi
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from distant parts of the country assembled to take part in 1t ;
and they had drawn up a new edition of the Scripture, resulting
in the fixing up of the Pitakas, Nikdyas, Angas and Dhamma-
kkhandhas,*

A century after, when King Asoka embraced Buddhism
and gave patronage to 1bs propagation, the tichly furnished
monasteries became centres of afttraction even for the members
of other sects. They donned the yellow robe, either by proper
ordination or stealthily, and went about as Bhikkhus enjoying
the privileges and honour given to them. They could not,
however, leave their own inchinations behind, and began to
twist and distort the Doctiine in their own ways. This led to
a state of confusion, and 1t became difficult to distinguish the
tiue principles from the coloured ones, The Elders felt the
necessiby of safeguarding the puuity of the Dhamma by affecting
a total purge of the alien elements in the philosophical life of
the Sangha. This task was entiusted to the Venerable Moggali-
putta Tissa, a saint, a thinker and a writer. He compiled a
book called the Kathavatthu, iefuting all the foreign theories,
which was adopted as a book of the Tipitaka at the Third
Council held at Pataliputta under his piesidentship  After the
council, Asoka despatched missionaries to the then civilised parts
of the world for a wide propagation of the Dhamma.?

Prince Mahinda and Princess Safghamittd renounced
the world and joined the Order to lead a mussion to Sihaladipa
(Ceylon)., Since then, the 1sland became a stionghold of
Buddhism, and, even up to this day, has maintained the
tradition of Pali Tipifaka with all 1eliglous zeal,?

Up tull then, the Tipitaka swas traditionally handed down
orally from teachers to pupils. The complete Scripture was
compiled 1n_the form of books for the first fime 1n Ceylon 1n
29 B, C., under the patronage of king Vattagamani Abhaya,
with all the detailed classifications that *are now obtained in
the Pali Tipitaka of the Theravada School. This was done

1. Cuwllavagga, Chapter XI. 2  Mahavamsa, Chapter V.
3. Mahasawuisa, op cit,



ot the Council convened for the purpose, known as the Fourth
Great Counal.!

The Fufth Council, according to oithodox tradition,
was held at Mandlay, Upper Burma, in 1871, under the patio-
nage of king Mindon, In this Council the entire Pali Tipitaka
was revised, re-edited and finally engraved on 720 marble
slabs as follows’—

Vinaya : 111 slabs
Sutta : 410 slabs
Abhidhamma : 208 slabs

Now, 1n this present age, there was the neccessity of
bringing out an upbo-date edition of the Tipitaka, printed on
modern machines, This task was taken up by the Bumese
Chattha-sangayana, the Sixth Great Council, held 1n Pangoon,
which opened on the 17th May, 1954 in the artificially bult
Rock Cave, specially constructed for this purpose, ab a httle
distance from the city, Two thousand and five hundied of
the most erudite Bhikkhus, fiom all parts of the world, parti-
cipated 1n chanting the Tipitaka together. A modern punt-
g press was installed mn a separate buwlding, and theie the
texts were printed as scon as thoy received the sanction of
the Santgdyana. The Council kept functioning for two years,
and concluded on the fullmoon day, May 1956, synchionising
with the 2500th Jayanti of the Buddha.

In Ceylon, Burma, Thailand and Cambodia the principal
religion of the people 15 Theravida Buddhism, that adheics
to Pali Tipitaka as 1ts Seripture.  There, they have been having
editions of it 1n thewr own scripbs, Pali Text Society, London,
has heen able to complete the publication of a major portion
of 1t in Roman characters. But, as yet, it 15 not fully available
1 any soript of India,

1t 18 with a view to removing this want thaf the Governe
ment of India and the State’ Government of Bihar have jomntly
sanctioned & scheme of editing and publishing the entire Pali

1 Mahavamsa, Chapter X-XXIII 2. E?lﬁ eet &

\y
Yoo 7T,
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Tipitaka 1n Devanagaii, which will be complete in 40 volumes
of about 400 pages each. This task has been entrusted to
the Devanagari Tripitaks Publication Department, Nalanda,
It aims at presenting a co-ordinated edifion of the text based on
the printed books 1n Roman, Sinhalese, Burmese and Siamese

scripts.
The following chart will show the distiibution of books

in the literature - —

TIPITAKA
Vinaya Pitaka Sutta Pitaka Abhidhamma Pitaka
1, Mahavagga 1, Dighambhiaya 1. Dhammasangani
2. Cullavagga 2., Majhimambhaya 2. Vibhanga
3, Pacttiya 8. Samyuttamkiya 3. Dhatukatha
4 Parapka 4, Anguitaramkaya 4 Puggalapaniniatti
5. Parivara 5. Khuddakanmkaya, 5. Kathavatthu

which contains the 6. Yamaka
following fifteen 7. Patthana
books ~——
i. Khuddakapatha
11, Dhammapada
11. Udana

1v. Itivuttaka
v. Suttanipata

vi. Vimanavatthu

vi1. Petavatthu
vul. Theragatha

1x, Theiigatha

x. Jataka

x1 Niddesa

xi1. Patisambhidamagga
x11. Apadana
x1v. Buddhavasmsa &
xv. Caiiyapitaka

2. The Present Volume
T?e Apadana 13 a collection of the previous Lfe-stories
of the Buddha, Solitary Buddha, the Chief Disciples, and many



other Arahants, The chief concluding stress being to show
that even the smallest mertorious act has the potentiality to
give great results even after aeons. Due to the mythological
nature of these, scholars are of opimion that the compilation
of this book represent a date much later than that of any other,
All the Apadanas are in Gathas, stanzas, put in the mouth of
the saints themselves, with the note at the end—*thus the
Venerable..........spoke the above stanzas.”

The main book of the Apadana consists of two partge—
relating to the male and female saints, We have followed the
suggestion of the Burmese Chatthasangayana in distributing
the contents of the book 1n the two volumes, and including the
Buddhavarhsa and the Cariyapitaka in the second,

The DBuddhavarsa gives an account of the previous
Buddhas with whom the Bodhisatta had come 1n contact and
about whom they had made the prediction that he would
atbain Perfect Enlightenment. It 15 interesting o note that
the Jain mythology also gives a similar account of the previous
Tirthatkaras. It 18 interesting all the more that even the
pumber of the previous Buddhas and previous Tirthankaras
are not very different.

The Cariyapitaka 1s sertes of matrical narrations, put
in the mouth of the Buddha himself giving accounts of his
previous lives, taken from the Jatakas, showing how he had
tulfilled the ten Paramaias for the attainment of Buddhahood.

Ag these two volumes are completely in Gathas, they
provide rich materals for studies 1n old Pah prosody.

3. The Pr.esent Edition

This presents a co-ordinated edition 1n Devanagari of

the sixth Volume of the Khuddaka Nikaya, the Apadana (D),
based on the following Versions of the text im= . -

The Apadina I:—DBurniese—Chatthasangayana publication,
1956 ; Siamese—Mahamakuta, Government publication, 1926 ,
Sinhalese, edited by Bhikkhu A. P. Buddhadatta Mahathera,
1930 and Roman, edited by Mary E, Lilly (P.T.S. 1925).
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For preparing our MSS, we have adopted the Chatttha-
safgayana edition as our basic text,an edibion that has been
brought out by the efforts and sanction of an infernational
Sangha constibuting of the =zealous holders of the orthodox
Theravada tradition.

As regards the principles of editing we have tried our
best to observe the same as adopted 1n the previous volumes.

sk ke sk

Our learned Editor, Shri Birbal Sharma, M, o. and
Bhikkhu Kumar Kassapa have made the final revision of the
press copy and have supervised the printing of the same.

VARANAST, Baigrau J. Kasgyap
21.,11.59,
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THE PALI ALPHABET IN

DEVANAGARI AND ROMAN CHARACTERS

VOWELS

o, Ma T, 9T A g1 g1 g u AT

CONSONANTS WITH VOWEL «A”

F ka @ kha T ga g gha

9 ca g cha S ja 4, ¥ Jha
T ta 3 tha g da g dha
a ta 7 tha T da g dha

T pa % pha T ba ¥ bha
7 ya T18 ¥ la q va

g ha @ la

Te Ao

g Na
a fia
9 na
qd na
7 ma

T sa
3 arh



VOWELS IN COMBINATION

Fka #wka ki #H L Fhku Fku F ke Fko
@ kha @rkha fakh: @rkbi gkhu gkhi & khe @& kho

CONJUNCT-CONSONANTS

FF kka 59 fica g dva ¥ mba
@ kkha 5g ficha =1 dhya =7 mbha
# kya 59 1i)a =5 dhva ™ mma
& kn 53, 5% fijha < nta ¥ mya
7@ kla gz, g tla =T nbva ¥g mha
7 kva 3, g ttha ¥ ntha I yya
& khya, gg, g dda = nda g yha
& khva 5%, § ddba = ndia = lla
T gga % nta =T ndha & lya
e ggha % ntha & nna & lha
T gya w nda ¥ nya g vha
7 gta T NNa 7 nha & sta
g nka % nha ™I ppa o stra
§ nkha <« tta o5 ppha # sna
¥, T Nga & ttha o pya ¥ sya
g ngha @ tva = pla T ssa
9 cca @ tya s bba T sma
=g ocha T tra &1 bbha ¥ gva
S T, §2 dda T bya & hma
=4, &% Jjha g ddha F bra g hva
59 fifla g dya T mpa &2 lha
sg fiha z dra * %% mpha
=4 f=1, =5, _=u, =0 T=e Y=o
R R 3 ¥ LS % © 5 °
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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